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Member State:
Austria

Candidate Country:
Slovenia

Sector:
Environment

Phare Project:
Development of Information and Reporting systems – SL02/IB/EN/01/TL

Services proposed by Member State
Twinning support by the Umweltbundesamt GmbH (Austrian Federal Environment Agency), “UBA”

1. Austrian Federal Environment Agency (Umweltbundesamt)

1.1. Tasks and Status

The Austrian Federal Environment Agency (Umweltbundesamt GmbH, UBA) is the expert authority of the Federal Government for environmental protection and environmental monitoring in Austria. Among its staff are about 150 experts of all environmentally relevant disciplines. Dealing with the full range of environmental protection issues, the main tasks of the Agency are

· Assessment of the state of the environment and of its changes and pressures, incl. national state of the environment reporting to the Austrian Parliament

· Development of measures to avoid/reduce environmental pressures

· Providing expert knowledge in the process of planning and implementing environmental policy decisions

· Contributing to the implementation and enforcement of environmental laws (among others, in the areas of chemicals and genetically modified organisms)

· Specialised environmental analyses in the Federal Environment Agency laboratories

Established in 1985 as a State Agency attached to the Environment Minister, the Umweltbundesamt was transformed in 1998 by the amended „Federal Environmental Control Act“ into an independent authority with the statute of a government-owned limited liability company. This reform has enabled the Federal Environment Agency to offer external services which are in the public interest, for which the participation in twinning projects to prepare EU enlargement is an ideal example.

1.2. Twinning Experience

Since the introduction of the Commission’s programme in 1998, the Austrian Federal Environment Agency has been an actively engaged twinning partner, since Austria is sharing many borders and regional concerns with accession countries, and has a quite recent own EU accession experience (1995). 

The Umweltbundesamt has been chosen as partner institution in the following twinning projects for institution-building in the Environment sector (COUNTRY in UPPERCASE = UBA as lead MS partner institution; *** = project successfully completed, ** ongoing, * in preparation):

- Bulgaria (BG98/IB-EN-01/02): Implementation of Directive 90/313/EEC on the Freedom of Access to Environmental Information and the Aarhus Convention; Public Awareness Programme; Nature Protection Legislation; Establishment of a National Cadastre of Protected Areas. ***

- Bulgaria (BG99/IB/EN/01): Institution building for implementation of the IPPC and Seveso II Directives *** 

- Bulgaria (BG2000/IB-EN/01c): Transposition and basic practical application of  Regulations related to the Law for the Protection from Harmful Impacts of Chemical Substances and Preparations  **

- BULGARIA (BG2000/IB/EN-01B): Institutional strengthening for implementation of regulation EC/338/97 on trade in species of wild flora and fauna **

- BULGARIA (BG/IB/2001-EN-01): Implementing the Seveso Directive *

- CZECH REPUBLIC (CZ2000/IB/EN/02): Establishment of a Waste Management Centre **

- Czech Republic (CZ99/IB-EN-01): Implementation Strategies for EC Water Directives **

- Czech Republic (CZ2001/IB-EN-01): Implementation of the Water Framework Directive *

- Hungary (HU-00/IB-EN-01): Development of a Hungarian Air Quality Monitoring System **

- Poland (PL/2000/IB/EN/03): Biological Safety System *

- SLOVAK REPUBLIC (SR98/IB/EN/03): Strengthening of Institutions in the Sector of Air Pollution ***

- Slovenia (SL98/IB/EN-01): Environmental monitoring, enforcement and reporting. **

- SLOVENIA (SL99/IB/EC/04): Chemical Safety - development of an integrated and effective horizontal legislation harmonised with the Acquis Communautaire. **

2. Methods and Organisation

The activities foreseen by the Terms of Reference will be undertaken from MS side by a team of the Austrian Federal Environment Agency (Umweltbundesamt GmbH, UBA) composed of staff members of its specialised units as required for the specified activities. 

Activities

General Co-ordination: 

The organisational and administrative co-ordination of the project will be assured by Ulrike Stärk (Unit International Organisation, Information).

To evaluate project progress and exchange experience at a more executive level on establishing and managing National Environment Agencies within the EU/EEA system, a visit of the Austrian Federal Environment Agency’s Managing Director Georg Rebernig to EARS is proposed. Before taking the lead of the Agency, Mr. Rebernig had served among others as environmental attaché at the Austrian Permanent Representation to the European Union, and as such chaired the European Council Environmental Working Group during the first Austrian Presidency of the European Union.

1a Presentation of Air Quality Data on www:

Building on preliminary work carried out during the previous twinning project, the presentation of up-to-date Slovenian air quality data on www will be further developed and made operational. The implementation will follow the example of the presentation of Austrian Air Quality data by the Austrian Federal Environment Agency at http://www.ubavie.gv.at, with the option to select air quality stations from a map and pollutants as well as a time period from last day to last month, in order to receive a graph of half-hourly mean values for the selected period with reference to relevant limit values. This www interface will be connected to the Slovenian NFP/EIONET Server with continuous data transfer provided by the Office for monitoring of the Environmental Agency of Republic of Slovenia (EARS). Public access to this data presentation shall be assured before the end of the project.

The working steps will be: 

· review and assessment of the present technical and organisational conditions of the pilot project (available servers, organisational structure of the Agency, status of Slovenian air quality database)·

· Based on assessment result: Further development of www interface for access to air quality data and connection to the respective Slovenian server(s) and database(s), testing and solution of problems·

· Real-time testing before “going public”

1b  Reporting of Air Data:
Following the full establishment of the Slovenian Air Quality Database, the Austrian Federal Environment Agency will share with Slovenia electronic tools which have beeen developed for automated retrieval of air quality data needed for fulfilling European reporting obligations from the Austrian Air Quality Database, and assist in their adaptation to Slovenian needs.

Both Austria and Slovenia also have to use the air quality Data Exchange Module (DEM) developed by the European Topic Centre on Air Quality of the European Environment Agency, for reporting national air quality data to the European Commission under the Exchange of Information Decision. The Austrian air quality experts have been very active in testing and commenting during the development of the tool, and will share their practical experience in working with it.

Experience on reporting air emission data to International Conventions and the European Environment Agency will be shared according to the needs of the Slovenian Agency.

2. Reporting of Water Data:

The Austrian Federal Environment Agency will share its experience in the national and European reporting of water data. 

At national level, the Agency manages the database for the Austrian water quality monitoring system (with public access via www to all recorded data), a database on municipal emissions, and is currently establishing a database for industrial emissions.

In reporting to the European Environment Agency, UBA provides the Austrian data on surface and groundwater quality for Eurowaternet. As partner of the European Topic Centre on Water, UBA collects and analyses the groundwater data provided by the Member States to the European Environment Agency. 

On behalf of the Austrian Environment Ministry, UBA collected and processed the Austrian data according the Urban Waste Water Treatment directive for reporting to the European Commission; the Austrian Agency also assists currently the EC in analysing the data reported by all EU Member States.

3. Reporting of Waste Data:

The Austrian Federal Environment Agency will share its experiences in the national and European reporting of waste data. 

UBA is developing and operating the following national waste management databases:
· Austrian Database Network for Waste, especially with respect to hazardous waste. 

· Austrian Landfill Database, with evaluation and assessment of relevant data 

· Austrian Waste Management Facilities Database (which was the basis of a Waste Management Facilities Database for the European Environment Agency)
UBA assists the Austrian Federal authorities by providing the relevant data and expert advice for fulfilment of national and international reporting obligations concerning waste (hazardous wastes, waste oils, waste management facilities, landfills, OECD-Eurostat Joint Questionnaire, EEA questionnaires, upcoming Waste Statistics Regulation, …)
4. Data/Indicators on Biodiversity:

The Austrian Federal Environment Agency will share its experiences in national and European reporting of biodiversity-related information. 

The Agency manages the Austrian database of protected areas (different categories, incl. Natura2000 nominations) implemented in a GIS environment providing a wide range of applications using spatial analysis. Furthermore the Agency manages information on biotopes and endangered Species (Red Lists) of fauna and flora.

In reporting to the Commission and European Environment Agency, UBA provides the Austrian data on protected areas and endangered species to the European Environment Agency.

5. Register of Contaminated Sites

The Austrian Federal Environment Agency will share its experience from developing and operating the Austrian National Register for Contaminated Sites, which is an Inventory of potentially contaminated landfill and industrial sites established more than a decade ago on basis of the Federal Act on Clean-Up of Contaminated Sites. The related experience in risk assessment for contaminated sites can also be shared with the Slovenian partners.

At international level, UBA has been intensively involved in the development of assessment methods for contaminated sites as partner of the European Topic Centre on Terrestrial Environment of the European Environment Agency, and co-ordinator of the European concerted action CLARINET on contaminated sites.

6. National EIONET-Portal:

Slovenia is one of the Member States of the European Environment Agency, which most actively follow up the issue of developing national portals within the EIONET. The Austrian and Slovenian Environment Agencies will continue to exchange information and ideas on the further development of this information service.

7. Metainformation System:

The Austrian Federal Environment Agency will share its experience from developing and operating the Austrian National Catalogue of Data Sources, established by the Environmental Information Act of 1993, including its interrelations with the European Catalogue of Data Sources. 

Study visits of Slovenian officials (with an initial assumption of one visit with two officials for three days to Vienna for general co-ordination and each of the 7 sub-topics = 2*3*8 = 48 days). Details will be agreed during the inception period.

A lump-sum provision is made in the budget for the purchase of specialised software licenses as needed for implementation of the information system components addressed in the above activities.

Timetable

The timetable for all activities will be developed during an inception visit in the first month of the project, and based on harmonising the work schedules of experts on both sides. 

The inception visit will also serve to specify further and reach common understanding between the twinning partners on the expected results for each activity. In general, small-scale working meetings targeted on specific issues are considered more effective than larger-scale workshops. The basic idea is to establish direct personal working contacts between those experts responsible for the same technical issues in Slovenia and Austria.

Based on planning problems experienced during the previous twinning project with the dense time schedule of experts on both sides, and due to the fact that no project activity encounters a specific deadline, it is proposed to allow a period of 12 months for adequate project implementation.

Reporting

Following Standard Twinning Light procedures, with an inception report after 2 months, and a final report. 

3. List of Proposed Staff

CVs: See the attached files. For experts marked with *, CV will be provided shortly.

(in brackets: category of expert)

General co-ordination

- (1) Ulrike Stärk (Unit International Organisations, Information; Project leader)

- (3) Georg Rebernig, Managing Director

1a/b Presentation of Air Quality Data on www and Reporting on Air:

- (2) Wolfgang Spangl (Air quality data & monitoring expert)

- (2) Johann Weigl (Air quality database IT co-ordinator)

- (1) Gerhard Stuhlpfarrer (Air quality data IT manager)

- (1) Wladislaw Tietze (Database IT support)

- (2) Manfred Ritter (Air Emissions reporting)

2. Reporting of Water Data:
- (2) Wilhelm Vogel (Head of Water Dpt)

- (1) Michael Nagy (Water Data reporting, esp. to EU)

- (1) Stephan Nemetz (Water Data reporting, esp. groundwater & dangerous substances Directives)

3. Reporting of Waste Data:

- (1) Natalie Glas (Reporting to EEA/EU, esp. on waste)

- (1) Thomas Weissenbach (Waste Data Reporting, esp. to EEA)

- (2) Hans-Joerg Krammer (Head of Branch Office Klagenfurt, specialised in waste)

- (2) Manfred Domenig (Waste Data Reporting)

- (1) Brigitte Sebesta (Waste Data Reporting)

4. Data/Indicators on Biodiversity:

- (2) Monika Paar (Biotopes, Natura 2000, EEA)

- (1) Thomas Ellmauer (Natura 2000)

- (1) Gebhart Banko (Spatial data, protected areas, CORINE)

- (1) Peter Zulka* (Fauna, Endangered Species)

- (1) Martin Götzl* (Biodiversity Clearing House Mechanism)

5. Register of Contaminated Sites

- (2) Martin Schamann (Head of Contaminated Sites Unit)

- (1) Georgia Spausta (Contaminated sites register manager)

- (2) Dietmar Müller (Contaminated sites risk assessment expert)

6. National EIONET-Portal

- (2) Johannes Mayer (Austrian NFP of EEA/EIONET)

- (2) Erwin Knappitsch (Head of Applied IT Unit, Austrian EEA/ITTAG representative)

- (1) Hedwig Kaisersberger* (www design & administration)

- (1) Bettina Götz* (Indicator/Reporting expert, general issues)

7. Metainformation System:

- (1) Rudolf Legat (Administrator of Austrian Environmental Data catalogue)

- (1) Michael Hadrbolec (IT expert GIS-related data)

- (2) Konrad Zirm (Head of General IT/Data Division)

